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FAMILY REUNION HISTORY
In the year 1977, Mrs. Beatrice Hillary had made the decision to leave her husband and was visiting the home of Reverend (Rev.) John Hillary.  While sitting in the back yard of Rev. Hillary’s home, other relatives dropped by after hearing the good news.  Mrs. Beatrice Hillary made a statement that this was just like a family reunion.  So, it was then that Mrs. Beatrice Hillary stated that a family reunion should be started.  After that a few representatives of the late Jessie Hillary came together for a meeting at the home of Rev. and Mrs. John Hillary.  Rev. Hillary acted as the moderator for the meeting.  At this meeting, the following officers were elected:


President



Sis. Beatrice Hillary


Vice President


Brother (Bro.) Wallace Hillary


Secretary



Sis. Geneviene Davis


Assistant Secretary


Sis. Christine Stevens


Treasurer 



Deacon Isaac T. Robinson

The first reunion was planned and held on December 26, 1977, at the Zodiac Club on Highway 25 in Trenton, South Carolina.  The reunion had approximately 100 attendees.  The message was brought by Rev. Sam Middleton who preached from the book of Genesis.
The second reunion was held September 4, 1978, at the Bettis Academy in Trenton, South Carolina.  At this time, the dues were $20.00 per family and food was prepared by the family members.  The reunion was a success.   The officers elected for this family reunion were as follows:


Protem



O’Neil Johnson


Protem Secretary


Maggie Simmons


President



Rev. John Hillary


Vice President


Deacon Benjamin Lee


Secretary



Christine Stevens


Assistant Secretary


Bro. Grady Johnson

September of 1979: The family reunion was held, and the following officers were elected:


President



Rev. John Hillary


Treasurer



Mrs. Willie Mae Robinson
The Family Reunion message was given by Rev. Eddie Johnson who spoke from Luke 15:18.

1980, 1981, and 1982: The family reunions were held on Labor Day at the Thankful Gove Mission.  On September 6, 1982, Rev. Hillary resigned as President; therefore, Deacon Danial Williams presided over the meeting.  At this meeting the following officers were elected:


President



Bro. Robert Hillary


Secretary



Sis. Christine Stevens

Assistant Secretary


Sis. Clara Hillary


Treasurer



Sis. Willie Mae Robinson

It was moved and carried to have the reunion every two (2) years; therefore, the next reunion was to be held the Saturday before Labor Day in 1984.

May 1983: The family reunion was held in North Augusta, South Carolina.  

A family reunion meeting was held to discuss the next family reunion.  The next reunion was set for the last weekend in June 1984 at the Belvedere J.C. Hut, Belvedere, South Carolina.  Rev. John Brightharp served as the Master of Ceremony (MC).  Rev. Cliston Johnson brought the message which was taken from Joshua 24:14-15 and St. John 6:14, 20-21.  In the family meeting it was voted that the Officers remain the same with the exception of Sister Ellen Langford being elected as Vice President.  It was agreed that the 1985 family reunion would be in North August.  The session was a great success with much participation from the young people.
June 1984: The family reunion was held in Belvedere, South Carolina at the Belvedere J.C. Hut.   

During the year, the North August Committee had a fundraiser to help make the 1985 reunion as nice as possible.  
June 29-30, 1985: The annual reunion was held in North Augusta, South Carolina.  The reunion opened with Rev. Eddie Johnson calling for the recognition of the families and giving the words of encouragement.  The reunion continued with feasting and games.  On Sunday, Rev. John Brightharp acted as the MC.  The message was brought by Rev. Sam Middleton from St. John 15:1-7.  His theme was “We need More Love.”
1986: The family reunion was held in North Augusta, South Carolina.  The theme was “Keeping The Family Together Through The Word of God.”  Saturday program was a huge success.  During the business meeting it was suggested that the reunion be moved to Columbia, South Carolina, and it was so moved, and the motion carried.  Sunday program was very spirit filled.  Rev. John Brightharp served as MC and he gave some very encouraging remarks.  The message was brought by Rev. Clizton Johnson entitled, “Faith in a Religion That Live” coming from Job 1-1 “Even Storm is Not From God.”

1987: The family reunion was held at the John P. Thomas School in Columbia, South Carolina.  During the meeting it was motioned and carried to keep the reunion in Columbia, South Carolina for another year.  Sunday message was brought by Rev. Eddie Johnson coming from St. John.

June 25-26, 1988: The family reunion was held at the Holiday Inn NE in Columbia, South Carolina.  In the business meeting North Augusta accepted the challenge of hosting the 1989 family reunion.  

1989: After unforeseen trials the family reunion finally came together.  The Saturday session was held at Gregg Park in Graniteville, South Carolina.  It was rewarding to have the family together one more time.  The Sunday session was held at the Julian Smith Pit in Augusta, Georgia.

June 30-July 1, 1990: The family reunion was held at the Holiday Inn NE in Columbia, South Carolina.  This reunion proved to be one of the best.  It was held at the Holiday Inn.  Rev. John Brightharp brought the message.  The reunion was filled with joy and sadness because of the loss of our loved one Rebecca Robinson and joy for the loving, caring, and sharing and coming together in a family love one for another.  The family was brought closer together.  During the business meeting the North Augusta Committee once again accepted the challenge of hosting one of the best family reunions ever.
June 28-30, 1991: The family reunion was held at the Holiday Inn in North Augusta, South Carolina.  After that the family reunion had been held in various states such as South Carolina, Virginia, Philadelphia, Ohio, Massachusetts, and will continue to stretch as far into cities that where our family members are located.
June 1992: The family reunion was held at the Holiday Inn, Columbus, Ohio.
June 1993: The family reunion was held at the Sheraton Hotel in Columbia, South Carolina
June 24-26, 1994: The family reunion was held at the Ramada Inn in Springfield, Massachusetts.
June 23-25, 1995: The family reunion was held in North Augusta, South Carolina.
June 28-30, 1996: The family reunion was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
June 27-29, 1997: The family reunion was held, but no information on location.
June 26-28, 1998: The family reunion was held at the Columbus East Holiday Inn in Columbus, Ohio.
June 25-27, 1999: The family reunion was held at the Ramada Inn, 901 North Fairfax Street, Alexandria, Virginia
June 23-25, 2000: The family reunion was held at the Radisson Riverfront Hotel in Augusta, Georgia.
June 2001: The family reunion was held at the Embassy Suites Hotel, Columbia, South Carolina.
June 2002: The family reunion was held at the Crown Plaza Hotel, 1800 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  It was approved by the members that those who are handicapped be exempt from paying family reunion dues and registration fee.
June 27-29, 2003: The family reunion was held at Hickory Knob Resort, McCormick, South Carolina.
June 25-27, 2004: The family reunion was held at the Radisson Hotel, 901 North Fairfax Street, Alexandria, Virginia.
June 24-26, 2005: The family reunion was held at the Columbus East Holiday Inn, 4560 Hilton Corporate Drive, Columbus, Ohio.  At the Family Reunion Meeting the following were approved: Ms. Mary Dunbar and Mr. Isaac (Tom) Robinson would be exempt from paying Family Reunion Dues & Registration Fees; and notifications for the Family Reunion would be reduced from three (3) to two (2 where the 1st mailing is in November, and the 2nd mailing is in March.
June 23-25, 2006: The family reunion was held at the Boston Doubletree Hotel, 400 Soldiers Field Road, Boston, Massachusetts.  It was approved by members that the Family Dues would increase from $5.00 to $10.00 for each family member age 18 and above because of raising costs to host the event.
June 22-24, 2007: The family reunion was held at the Embassy Suites, Greystones & Stoneridge Drive, Columbia, South Carolina.  Mr. Charles Callahan, Sr. resigned from the position of Chair of the Family Reunion due to health issues and age.  Ms. Rose Alford was elected as Chair of the Family Reunion for one year.
June 27-29, 2008: The family reunion was held at the Hampton Inn 5821 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, Virginia.  Mr. Robert Callahan of Ohio was elected as the Chair of the Family Reunion for one year. 
June 26-28, 2009: The family reunion was held at the Crown Plaza Center City Hotel, 1800 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Mr. Robert Callahan was elected as the Chair of the Family Reunion for one year. 
June 25-27, 2010: The family reunion was held at the Double Tree Hotel, 2651 Perimeter Parkway, Augusta, Georgia.  Ms. Robbie Franklin was elected Chair of the Family Reunion.
June 24-26, 2011: The family reunion was held at the Holiday Inn, 4701 Stelton Road, South Plainfield, New Jersey.  An amendment to the Scholarship Application was approved by the members to read that an applicant must have attended two family reunions during the last five years prior to submitting their application.
June 22-24, 2012: The family reunion was held at the Hampton Inn, 5821 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, Virginia. Ms. Robbie Franklin resigned from the position of Chair of the Family Reunion.  Ms. Mary Strom was elected Chair of the Family Reunion.
June 28-30, 2013: The family reunion was held at the Embassy Suites, 2700 Corporate Exchange Drive, Columbus, Ohio.  The members approved the motion to establish an Education Committee/Family History to educate the family about their history.  It was recommended that each family make a family tree to present at the Family Reunions.
June 27-29, 2014: The family reunion was held at the Columbia/Lexington Wingate, Lexington, South Carolina.  The members discussed changing the submission date for the Scholarship Application.  However, the members voted to keep the date the same but make it clear that the submission time is 11:59 p.m. on June 15.  The members also voted that senior family members 80 and above would no longer have to pay family dues or registration fee (It would be free). 
June 26-28, 2015: The family reunion was held at the Hilton New Orleans, 333 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiana.  The members discussed making changes to the Scholarship Application to clarify the submission requirements; therefore an Ad hoc Committee was established to revamp the Application and to establish bylaws.

June 24-26, 2016: The family reunion was held at the Sheraton Myrtle Beach Convention Hotel, 2101 North Oak Street, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 
June 23-25, 2017: The family reunion was held at the Colonial Plaza Williamsburg, 3032 Richmond Road, Williamsburg, Virginia.
June 22-24, 2018: The family reunion was held at the Holiday Inn Express, 138 Stephens Farm Lane, North Augusta, SC.
June 28-30, 2019: The family reunion was held at the Marriott, 2 Tenth Street, Augusta, Georgia.  The members voted to accept the established Bylaws. 
June 26-28, 2020: The family reunion was to be held in Columbus, Ohio but was canceled due to a COVID-19 Epidemic.
June 25-27, 2021: The family reunion was to be held in Alexandria, Virginia, but due to COVID-19 was canceled.
June 24-26, 2022: No family reunion was scheduled and due to COVID-19, it was not considered.
June 23-25, 2023:
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